
SUMMER NOTES - PRESCHOOL EDITION

Dear St. Peter Preschool Parent,

My note today is to inform you of safety protocol and of other items of
interest you should know prior to school’s opening. Like, you we are
getting anxious for school to begin! August 17 is just a few weeks away.
Much of what this note includes has been already communicated in our
regular Summer School Notes. This Preschool edition will provide further
clarification for you. I want to be sure you have the most updated
information available so that we all can work together to maintain our
children’s safety at school. By receiving this email today, you are on our
email list moving forward. School notes are sent out every Thursday
during the school year. If you would like to have another email added to
our list, parent/grandparent, please complete this "Join Our Email" form.
If you have not read our summer School Notes, they are available on our
website at stpeterlcms.org/schoolnotes and also by clicking the links
below.

Get ready! During the week of August 10 your child’s teacher will arrange
a time for you to drop off supplies and visit the classroom. For most
classrooms this will take place on Friday, August 14. Look for a
communication from your child’s teacher to set your visit time. This will be
a brief 5 minute drop-off time. It will be important that you adhere to your
scheduled time limit. Student belongings brought to school need to be
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minimal. We have posted preschool supply lists for you at this link.

We are asking that you also purchase a clear shoebox and label it with
your child’s name so that their belongings can be kept together in this box.
This box will contain their writing supplies, crayons, and other personal
items for their use. We are limiting the sharing of materials this year due to
COVID-19 safety restrictions.

Arrival and Dismissal – If you are in doubt about your child’s wellness, do
not send them to school. Social distance marks (wildcat paws) are being
placed on the walks outside of each classroom. All preschool classrooms
have their own exterior doors. Students will need to wait in a line to enter
the classroom using these markings. Daily, as each child approaches the
classroom door, the teacher or classroom aide will collect the COVID-19
Self-Screener Questionnaire that has been filled out by a parent or
guardian and take your child’s temperature. The teacher or aid will then
indicate that you may leave. Do not drop your child off or leave before your
child has permission to enter the classroom. Students will be dismissed
from the classroom door as you arrive to pick them up per the teacher’s
instruction.

Masks – It is mandatory for cloth face coverings to be worn at school. This
is true for children and adults. Exceptions to this are set by a
physician. When children are 6 feet apart or more outside, masks are not
necessary. Your child’s teacher will arrange for “mask breaks” for the
children. Masks will be taken off during lunch and nap time. Please work
with your child prior to the beginning of school to get them used to wearing
a mask. Children need to come to school with their mask on and have a
spare mask available at school. Cloth masks should be washed daily
according to the CDC guidelines. We have been informed that cloth masks
are the best protection, plastic shields or barriers are not especially
effective and tend to present a sanitizing issue.

Playground Use and Outside Play- Students will wash their hands prior
to, and after, using playground equipment. Teachers will social distance
their children so that equipment is not overloaded. If students are less than
6 feet apart the rule remains that masks must be worn.

Library- Your preschool child will be able to use the library. It will be
cleaned appropriately after each class use.

PE Class- As much as possible we will have PE classes outside. When we
are in the gym, Mr. Wilcox will take the needed precautions to assure the
student’s safety. If there are shared objects, they will be sanitized
appropriately.

Classroom Toys and other shared classroom objects- Teachers will
limit the quantity of items that children may touch. There still will be plenty
of objects, but they will need to be disinfected after each use.

Cleaning- During the day your child’s classroom and work areas will be
cleaned periodically. High traffic areas will receive more daily cleaning.
Each evening, after cleaning, our janitorial staff will fog the classroom to
cleanse the air and further cleanse surfaces of the possibility of lingering
germs.

https://www.stpeterlcms.org/Page/642


KidCare (Before and After)- We will utilize three rooms in the main school
for childcare, Our cafeteria will be used before school from 7-7:30am. After
school the cafeteria, Fellowship Hall, and Room 204 will be utilized.
Parents who have signed up for KidCare will receive information prior to
school as to our protocol.

School Visitors- We have to control as much as possible any threat of
germs in our building. In an effort to maintain student safety, nonessential
visitors and volunteers will have limited admittance to our school. Visitors
that are essential will need to sign a Symptom Screening log and have
temperatures checked prior to admittance. Records will be kept in case
there is a need of contact tracing. Essential visitors will be required to wear
a mask and restricted in their access.

What if?? – We are prepared to move to at home learning should the
need arise. Our teachers will use a software delivery program called
SeeSaw. You will find this very easy to navigate. Regular interactive Zoom
meetings will take place between students and teachers. Teachers will
deliver the same curriculum that they would if your child was learning at
school. Since preschoolers are not necessarily independent learners, you
as a parent would need to monitor your child’s learning with your child’s
teacher. While you may agree that optimal learning takes place face to
face, you will be impressed with how your child will be able to learn as we
work together. Please understand also that our teachers are contracted for
the year. Removing your child from our classrooms during at home
learning, not only affects your child’s learning, it also lessens our ability to
compensate our teachers.

God’s richest blessings to each of you! We thank you for the opportunity to
work with you in helping your child grow.

In Him,
Steve Zielke
School Principal
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The staff at St. Peter Lutheran Church and School would like to thank you
for entrusting us with your children. Our teachers and staff are dedicated
to seeing our students grow. St. Peter will push through this current
pandemic providing the quality education that is expected while keeping
our students safety a top priority. We are in the final weeks before school
begins. If you have any questions, needs, or concerns please contact us at
847-885-3350. If you know of a family that is looking for a safe place for
their child to learn, please share and encourage them to tour our school.
We are a family! We are St. Peter Schaumburg!
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