THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
FOR THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2022 – 5:00 P.M.
“A BLENDED SERVICE”

INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SONG

Better is One Day

How lovely is Your dwelling place
O Lord almighty
For my soul longs and even faints for You
For here my heart is satisfied
Within Your presence
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings
Better is one day in Your courts
Better is one day in Your house
Better is one day in Your courts
Than thousands elsewhere
Better is one day in Your courts
Better is one day in Your house
Better is one day in Your courts
Than thousands elsewhere
Than thousands elsewhere.
One thing I ask and I would seek
To see Your beauty
To find You in the place
Your glory dwells
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One thing I ask and I would seek
To see Your beauty
To find You in the place
Your glory dwells
Better is one day in Your courts
Better is one day in Your house
Better is one day in Your courts
Than thousands elsewhere
Better is one day in Your courts
Better is one day in Your house
Better is one day in Your courts
Than thousands elsewhere
My heart and flesh cry out
For You the living God
Your Spirit's water to my soul
I've tasted and I've seen
Come once again to me
I will draw near to You
I will draw near to You to You
Better is one day - better is one day
Better is one day than thousands elsewhere
Better is one day - better is one day
Better is one day than thousands elsewhere
Better is one day in Your courts
Better is one day in Your house
Better is one day in Your courts
Than thousands elsewhere
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Better is one day in Your courts
Better is one day in Your house
Better is one day in Your courts
Than thousands elsewhere
Text: Matt Redman
Text: © 1995 CCLI Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI Song # 1097451 For use
solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. Used by permission: CCLI
no. 296521

OPENING SENTENCES
P
C

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your might.

P

Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind
them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your
heart.
So you will find favor and good success in the sight of
God and man.

C

P
C

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on
your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make
straight your paths.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P

C

Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to
Him, and ask His gracious forgiveness for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
We now confess to God Almighty, before the whole
company of heaven and before one another, that we
are sinful human beings by nature and by deed. We
have not always put God first. We have used His holy
name in ways that do not honor Him. We have not
always been devoted to the Lord and have not fully
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cherished the sacred writings of our faith. We have
failed in ways of keeping our thoughts, words, and
deeds pure and honorable. At times we have taken
what is not ours and have spoken that which is not
helpful or true. We have broken the law of God by
coveting that which is not rightfully ours and have not
put the best construction on all things and spoken the
best of all people. We pray our God to have mercy on
us, to forgive us all our sins, and to bring us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P

C

The almighty and merciful Lord grants us pardon,
forgiveness, and remission of all our sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore
announce the grace of God to all of you that your sins are
forgiven in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SHARING GOD'S PEACE
SALUTATION
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

C

Let us pray.
O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; and
because without You we cannot but fall, preserve us from
all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

Amos 8:4–7

Hear this, you who trample on the needy
and bring the poor of the land to an end,
saying, “When will the new moon be over,
that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath,
that we may offer wheat for sale,
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances,
that we may buy the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and sell the chaff of the wheat?”
The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
“Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.”

NEW TESTAMENT READING

1 Timothy 2: 1 - 6

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is
good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the
proper time.

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 16:1–15

[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who
had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man
was wasting his possessions. And he called him and said to
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of
your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ And the
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manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is
taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough
to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do, so
that when I am removed from management, people may
receive me into their houses.’ So, summoning his master’s
debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe
my master?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to
him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ Then
he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A
hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill,
and write eighty.’ The master commended the dishonest
manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons
of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of
unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you
into the eternal dwellings.
“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and
one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If
then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who
will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been
faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is
your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”
The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these
things, and they ridiculed him. And he said to them, “You are
those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your
hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the
sight of God.”

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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SONG OF THE DAY

557 Seek Where You May to Find a Way

1

Seek where you may
To find a way
That leads to your salvation.
My heart is stilled,
On Christ I build,
He is the one foundation.
His Word is sure,
His works endure;
He overthrows
All evil foes;
Through Him I more than conquer.
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My heart’s delight,
My crown most bright,
O Christ, my joy forever.
Not wealth nor pride
Nor fortune’s tide
Our bonds of love shall sever.
You are my Lord;
Your precious Word
Shall guide my way
And help me stay
Forever in Your presence.

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Arthur P. Voss, 1899–1955, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001472

SERMON

A Solid Investment in a Bad Economy

NICENE CREED
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
8

OFFERING
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD'S PRAYER
P
C

Together we pray our family prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
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T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

AGNUS DEI
C

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world
Grant us peace
Grant us peace

Text: John Strege

DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION SONG

How Great Is Our God

The splendor of the King
Clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice
All the earth rejoice
He wraps Himself in light
And darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice
And trembles at His voice
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How great is our God
Sing with me
How great is our God
And all will see how great
How great is our God
And age to age He stands
And time is in His hands
Beginning and the End
Beginning and the End
The Godhead three in one
Father Spirit Son
The Lion and the Lamb
The Lion and the Lamb
How great is our God
Sing with me
How great is our God
And all will see how great
How great is our God
Name above all names
Worthy of all praise
My heart will sing
How great is our God
Name above all names
Worthy of all praise
My heart will sing
How great is our God
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How great is our God
Sing with me
How great is our God
And all will see how great
How great is our God
How great is our God
Sing with me
How great is our God
And all will see how great
How great is our God
How great is our God
Sing with me
How great is our God
And all will see how great
How great is our God
Text: Jesse Reeves
Text: © 2004 CCLI sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) worshiptogether.com songs
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Wondrously Made Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use
solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com . Used by permission: CCLI
no. 296521

DISMISSAL
BENEDICTION
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CLOSING SONG

Forever

Give thanks to the Lord
Our God and King
His love endures forever
For He is good He is above all things
His love endures forever
Sing praise sing praise
With a mighty hand
And outstretched arm
His love endures forever
For the life that's been reborn
His love endures forever
Sing praise sing praise
Sing praise sing praise
Forever God is faithful
Forever God is strong
Forever God is with us
Forever and ever - Forever
From the rising to the setting sun
His love endures forever
And by the grace of God
We will carry on
His love endures forever
Sing praise sing praise
Sing praise sing praise
Forever God is faithful
Forever God is strong
Forever God is with us
Forever and ever
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Forever God is faithful
Forever God is strong
Forever God is with us
Forever and ever - Forever
His love endures forever
His love endures forever
His love endures forever
His love endures forever
His love endures forever
His love endures forever
His love endures forever
His love endures forever
Sing praise sing praise
Sing praise sing praise
Forever You are faithful
Forever You are strong
Forever You are with us
Forever and ever
Forever You are faithful
Forever You are strong
Forever You are with us
Forever and ever - Forever
Text: Chris Tomlin
Text: © 2001 CCLI CCLI Song # 3148428 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 296521

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4.
Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the
ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia
Publishing House.

“**************************************************************************************
SERVING THE LORD IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES:
ELDERS: Gerran Batterberry, Tom Weber
READER: Ken Kiviranta
USHER: Ken Kiviranta
ALTAR GUILD: Sheryl Duff
MUSICIANS/VOCALISTS: Saturday Praise Team: (Director – Chris Errera)
Vocalists: Mary Fleck, Kristen Blinn, Nancy Reese; Piano: Chris Errera;
Bass Guitar: Ron Hilger, Acoustic Guitar: Mike Twietmeyer
PROJECTION & SOUNDBOARD: Chris Errera
SPEAKER:
Reverend Jerry D. Hays
To be baptized into the saving grace of God in a private baptism is Jackson
Dakota Behm, born on December 26, 2021, to Paul and Marsha Behm,
whose sponsors are Bob and Caren Javis. May God bless this child of His!
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