THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2021 – 5:00 P.M.

OPENING HYMN
1

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home:

2

Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

3

Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

LSB 733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past

Text: Public domain

INVOCATION
P
C

LSB 203

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

1

LSB 203

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I announce the grace of God to all of you that your sins are
forgiven in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

SHARING GOD'S PEACE
INTROIT

Psalm 98:1–3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8

Our help is in the name | of the LORD,*
who made | heaven and earth.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
2

Our help is in the name | of the LORD,*
who made | heaven and earth.

KYRIE
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

LSB 204

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
C

LSB 204

1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.
2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—
3

3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,
Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

LSB 205

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending
and commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new
year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the
saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

OLD TESTAMENT READING
L

Isaiah 30:15–17

The Old Testament Reading for today is taken from the book of Isaiah, the
thirtieth chapter.
For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel,
“In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.”
But you were unwilling, and you said,
“No! We will flee upon horses”;
therefore you shall flee away;
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”;
therefore your pursuers shall be swift.
A thousand shall flee at the threat of one;
4

at the threat of five you shall flee,
till you are left
like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain,
like a signal on a hill.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING
L

Romans 8:31b–39

The New Testament Reading for today is taken from the book of Romans,
the eighth chapter.

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

5

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
C

LSB 205

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
P
C

Luke 12:35–40

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so
that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed
are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to
you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will
come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds
them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the master of the
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his
house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
an hour you do not expect.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY
1

LSB 899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night

Across the sky the shades of night
This New Year’s Eve are fleeting.
We deck Your altar, Lord, with light,
In solemn worship meeting;
And as the year’s last hours go by,
We raise to You our earnest cry,
Once more Your love entreating.
6

2

Before the cross subdued we bow,
To You our prayer addressing,
Recounting all Your mercies now,
And all our sins confessing;
Beseeching You this coming year
To keep us in Your faith and fear
And crown us with Your blessing.

5

Then, gracious God, in years to come,
We pray Your hand may guide us,
And, onward through our journey home,
Your mercy walk beside us
Until at last our ransomed life
Is safe from peril, toil, and strife
When heav’n itself shall hide us.

Text: Public domain

MESSAGE

Dressed for Action

NICENE CREED
C
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I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
7

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD'S PRAYER
P
C

Together we pray our family prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
8

give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PREFACE

LSB 208

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for
the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above
all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin,
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
C

LSB 208

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
9

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

LSB 209

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P
C

LSB 209

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

AGNUS DEI
C

LSB 210

1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

DISTRIBUTION

10

DISTRIBUTIION HYMN
1

Rise, my soul, to watch and pray;
From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day
Unawares o’ertaken;
For the foe,
Well we know,
Is a harvest reaping
While the saints are sleeping.

2

Watch against the devil’s snares
Lest asleep he find you;
For indeed no pains he spares
To deceive and blind you.
Satan’s prey
Oft are they
Who secure are sleeping
And no watch are keeping.

3

Watch! Let not the wicked world
With its lies defeat you
Lest with bold deceptions hurled
It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see
Lest there be
Faithless friends to charm you,
Who but seek to harm you.

LSB 663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray

11

4

Watch against yourself, my soul,
Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control
Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin
Lurk within,
All your hopes to shatter;
Heed not when they flatter.

5

But while watching, also pray
To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day,
Strength and faith increasing,
So that still
Mind and will
Shall unite to serve Him
And forever love Him.

Text: Public domain

DISMISSAL
NUNC DIMITTUS
C

LSB 211

1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

12

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this saving and healing gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
P
C

LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P

C

LSB 212

LSB 212

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

13

CLOSING HYMN

733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past sts. 4–6

4

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

5

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

Text: Public domain
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