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(The Telling) 
 

 
 
  



SETTING THE TABLE 
 
Hopefully you have all the supplies and are ready to set-up for your family’s Seder 

meal. 
 
1st – Create the Matzo Tash - Layer three pieces of matzo (unleavened bread, 

crackers can be substituted) between the folds of a dinner-sized white cloth or 
paper napkin. Place another dinner-sized napkin on top of the matzos. 

2nd – Create the Seder Plate – On one plate (if you have a Seder plate use it) place 
the following items: 

 One teaspoon of prepared or ground horseradish (Kraft makes the prepared 
kind, found in the dairy section; do not use creamy kind.) 

 One brown egg, hard-boiled. Do not peel! (a white egg can be boiled in coffee 
or tea to give it a brown appearance) 

 1/2 cup of salted water 

 Parsley (one sprig per person). Lettuce can be substituted. 

 Charoseth: the recipe went out in advance. You can substitute finely chopped 
apples of apple sauce. 

3rd – Two candles and something to light them with 
4th – A finger bowl for ceremonial hand washing with napkins 
5th – A plate and glass for each person. Go ahead and open your wine or grape juice. 
6TH – One spoon 
 
Presto! You are ready for the Passover Seder! 
 

 
 
L: Passover is a family festival. This ritual is taken from a number of sources, 

including those supplied years ago by a sympathetic rabbi. Some parts of the 
Seder are required, others seem to be able to be adapted to suit the particular 
circumstances. There is meaning to almost everything--the things that are 
already on the table and those that will be put there ... and how they will be 
used. A simple rule of thumb is probably to say: Don't eat or drink anything 
until you are told to, until its meaning has been explained ... and until it has 
been prayed over.  

  
What we are celebrating is the wondrous salvation our God brought to pass 
more than 3000 years ago when he delivered our ancestors from bondage in 
Egypt and the rich connection to our Lord’s Supper. It is much more than a 
remembrance, just as the Lord’s Supper is much more than a remembrance. 
We are actively the people being rescued. This is our experience of receiving 
God’s salvation. 

  
What we are doing tonight is clearly a simplified version of the traditional 
Seder meal; I've left out almost all of the traditional Hebrew titles, feeling 



there are so many that finally none of them would mean anything. But, since 
significant parts of the ceremony are spoken (or at least introduced) in 
Hebrew, I have retained one significant phrase, which will become a kind of 
liturgical introduction to virtually all of the prayers in this Passover Seder. The 
phrase (as you can see in the "candles" ceremony at the very beginning of your 
folder) is "Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu," which means exactly what you 
respond: "Blessed are you, O Lord our God ..." 
 

Brechat Haner - KINDLING OF THE CANDLES 
  

The ritual for Passover, like the ritual for the Sabbath on Friday evening each 
week, begins with the LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES--traditionally done by one of 
the married women at the table.  

 
L: Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  
C: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you kept us alive and 

sustained us and brought us to this season. May this place be made holy by the 
light of your presence, shining upon us in blessing and giving us peace. 

 
--CANDLES are lit by married women. 
 

Urchatz - WASHING OF HANDS 
 
L: The WASHING OF HANDS is next. The way it will be done is simply to dip your 

fingers in the cup of plain water, and then wipe them on your napkin. In some 
families, someone goes around with a pitcher and another with a basin, and 
the water is poured from one to another with your hands in between. 

 
It was probably at this time, under those circumstances, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ went one step farther, and washed the feet of his disciples. Find your 
water cup and hold it up as we pray. 

 
L: Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  
C: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you have blessed us 

with your commandments that we might serve you with pure and holy hands. 
 
L: Now, dip your fingers into the water and dry with a napkin.  
 

Kiddush – FIRST CUP: CUP OF BLESSING 
 

Now it is time to fill your wine cups. You need not fill it completely. There will 
be a total of four cups of wine or grape juice throughout the evening, so you 
might want to pace yourself. 

 
Like everything else at the Seder, even the simple drinking of wine is done in 
honor of the Lord, recognizing his benefits, and the goodness that makes 



possible everything. In ancient Israel, wine was as common at the table as 
coffee and tea are today ... but not therefore to be partaken of without thanks 
to God. That's the point ... of all of this ... beginning with this first humble 
taste of wine. Hold your glasses high as we pray. 

 
--WINE CUPS are filled ... held high for the prayer 
 
L: Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  
C: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you have created the fruit of the vine. 
 
--DRINK the Cup of Blessing 
 

Karpas – DIPPING OF THE PARSLEY 
 
L: These greens (traditionally parsley) at this point are a symbol of springtime, 

the renewal of nature which makes our spirits rise as well. But along with that 
joy, they are a reminder of the hardship that often precedes it. The greens are 
dipped into salt water as a symbol of the tears & sweat that the Hebrews 
experience. For us it represents the hardships of a sinful world, yet in Christ 
joy can be experienced. 

 
--Distribute the parsley and hold it high for prayer 
 
L: Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  
C: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you have created the fruit of the earth. 
 
--Dip the parsley into the salt water and eat. 
 

Yachutz – BREAKING OF THE MIDDLE BREAD 
 
L: Now about unleavened bread. In our day we are accustomed to the 

commercial form it has taken in matzos, which can be purchased. The bread is 
unleavened because it was made in haste as the Hebrews escaped slavery in 
Egypt. 

 
The ritual requires that one piece of the middle matzo (of three symbolically 
placed at the head of the table)--one piece is to be wrapped and hidden for 
later. But the ritual doesn't really say what that "later" is. It has become a kind 
of children's game; the child who finds the hidden matzo gets a little prize.  

 
But ... what fascinates me is that this middle matzo really doesn't have a 
purpose in the ancient ritual. It's just set aside for something else. There are 
three matzos, perhaps representing the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
The middle one would represent the Son... Well, to me it looks as if it's just 
waiting for Holy Communion, along with a convenient cup of wine. 

 



--Take the middle Matzo out and hold it high for prayer. 
 
L: This is the poor bread which our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. The 

meaning of the first Passover bread is the same today. 
 

Let all who are hungry come and eat. Let all who are in need join this 
celebration. Now many are still enslaved. Next year may all be free! 
 

--Break a piece of the matzos off and wrap it in a napkin for later. This is called the 
afikomen (that which comes after) 
 

Ma-Nishtanah – THE FOUR QUESTIONS 
 
L: We now pour our second glass of wine. But before we drink it, there is some 

business to attend to. 
 
L: At this point in the festivities the youngest male member of the family asks a 

set of questions which help to put this meal into its proper perspective. 
 
Boy: Why is this night different from all other nights?  

1. On all other nights, we eat leavened bread and matzos; why on this night, do 
we eat only matzos.  

2. On all other nights, we eat all kinds of herbs; why on this night, do we eat 
only bitter herbs.  

3. On all other nights, we do not dip even once; why on this night do we dip 
twice.  

4. On all other nights we eat either sitting straight or reclining; why on this 
night do we all recline. 

 
R: We were slaves in the land of Egypt ruled and oppressed by a pharaoh who knew 

not Joseph and the wisdom of his ministry over Egypt in earlier years. This was a 
pharaoh who sought security in the bondage of people he ruled, as a bulwark 
against would-be invaders, as a slave army to fashion monuments to his pride. 
Human beings reduced to the state of beasts of burden--something far less than 
that for which the Lord God had created us in the beginning. 

R: In this dark hour, Moses graced by God with wondrous powers--God acting through 
Moses, opposed Pharaoh, the incarnation of sullen force--Pharaoh, who would 
yield to the will of God only in time of danger, but revert to character when the 
crisis passed. 

 
R: And the Lord took us out of Egypt with a mighty hand ... With an outstretched 

arm ... With revelation ... And with signs and wonders. 
 
--THE TEN PLAGUES ... "Diminish" your wine as each is named. 
 



L: At this point in the ceremony we "diminish" our wine as each of the ten 
plagues is listed. But not by drinking it. Instead, as you hear each plague, dip a 
spoon into your glass of wine and dab it onto the edge of your plate. 

 
Blood ... frogs ... vermin ... wild beasts ... cattle disease ... boils ... hail ... 
locusts ... darkness  ... the death of the firstborn! 

 
Then ... Pharaoh thrust Israel from Egypt. 

 
R: Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them,  

"Go, select lambs for your families, and slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a 
bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel 
and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None of you shall go 
outside the door of your house until morning. For the Lord will pass through to 
strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the 
two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not allow the 
destroyer to enter your houses to strike you down. You shall observe this rite 
as a perpetual ordinance for you and your children. When you come to the 
land that the Lord will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this 
observance. And when your children ask you,  

 
Boy: 'What do you mean by this observance?'  
 
R: You shall say, “'It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, for he passed over the 

houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he struck down the Egyptians but spared 
our houses.' "  

 
--THE MIRACLE AT THE RED SEA is recounted. 
 
R: And the children of Israel journeyed from Ramses to Succot, about six hundred 

thousand men, besides children; and people other than Hebrews departed with 
them. And so it was that after 430 years, on the 14th day of Nissan, that very day, 
that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt. 

 
R: And the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart and Pharaoh pursued after Israel, 
encamped by the Red Sea. And those just freed saw the Egyptian charioteers 
descending upon them and were afraid. And Moses said to the people: 
 
R: Fear not! Stand still! Witness the salvation of the Lord which he will work for you 
today. 
 
R: And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord caused the sea to go 
back and to be pushed before a strong east wind all night.  
 
R: And the children of Israel walked over the bed of the sea, the Egyptians in 
pursuit.  



 
R: And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; its waters flowed together 
engulfing the Egyptians. And there was awe of the Lord because of his wondrous 
deliverance. And the children of Israel sang songs of praise: 
 
ALL: I will sing to the Lord for he is highly exalted; horse and rider he has cast 
into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my 
salvation. 
 
L: (looking directly at the boy who originally asked the question) THEREFORE, the 
Lord our God commanded us to celebrate Passover in its season from year to 
year, so that his Torah shall be in our mouths and that we shall declare his might 
to our children, his salvation to all generations. 
 

Makkot – THE SECOND CUP: THE CUP OF PLAGUES 
 
--Hold the second cup high for prayer 
 
L: Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ... 
C: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you have created the 

fruit of the vine. 
 
--Drink the Second Cup 
 
L: What follows in the Seder is a song entitled DAYENU (pronounced "die-YAY-

new"). The word means "It would be enough for us," and it is one of the most 
unique expressions of thanksgiving in all of liturgical worship. Not only does it 
recount the story of God's mighty acts of salvation made evident in the Exodus, 
but it does so in such a way that they are literally "heaped up" in an ever-
growing "mound" of humble gratitude. 

 
L: Had God done nothing but save us from the land of Egypt, for that alone we 

should have been greatful 
C: Dayenue 
L: Had God given us nothing more than the Torah (the law, the scriptures), for 

that alone we should have been greatful 
C: Dayenue 
L: God gave us Yeshua (Jesus), and for this we are thankful 
C: Dayenue 
 
 

Pesach – THE PASSOVER LAMB 
 
L: The Shank Bone of the Passover Lamb reminds us of the deliverance which the 

Lord God wrought for us by the blood of this sacrifice, which now becomes our 
sustenance, as well. Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  



 
ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you hallowed us 
with your commandments and protected us by the blood of the lamb. 
 

Matzah – THE UNLEAVENED BREAD 
 

The unleavened bread, we have explained, is the bread of haste, made with 
eagerness to experience the Lord's deliverance.  
 
--hold the top and middle matzos high for prayer 

 
L: Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu… 
ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you redeem us as 

you redeemed our ancestors in Egypt, and you have permitted us to live to this 
night, to partake of unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 

 
Maror – THE BITTER HERBS 

 
In the bitter herbs we recall the bitterness of the slavery that God’s people 
endured. While it may leave us with a bad taste in our mouths, we can 
appreciate how good what follows really is--from bitterness to joy! Baruch 
Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  

 
ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you strengthened us 

with your commandments and delivered us from the bitterness of our tears. 
 
L: Take the bottom matzo and dip or spread horseradish on it. Take a bite and 
enjoy! 
 

Korekh – THE EATING OF THE CAROSETH 
 

L: Mixed fruits, called charoseth, are a reminder of the mortar which our 
ancestors were forced to make under Pharaoh's bondage. The charoseth 
expresses the desire for freedom to which hard labor gave birth.  

 
--Spread some charoseth on the bottom matzo and hold high for prayer. 
 
Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  
 
ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you strengthened us 

with your commandments and delivered us from the house of bondage. 
 
--eat the charoseth sandwich 
 
 

THE EGG 



 
L: For Jewish people, the egg is a sign of mourning. In it they recall the 

destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem.  It is also a symbol for hope for 
spiritual restoration and resurrection. The egg, while it looks complete, is far 
from completion. Just as the paschal lamb is free from blemish, pure and holy, 
so is the egg. White is a color that means purity and holiness. But we have 
sacrificed the lamb, the egg has been roasted, now brown, made dirty by our 
sins. But in the egg is the hope for spiritual restoration, as the brown shell has 
been peeled away, revealing the white egg underneath, again made pure and 
holy, resurrected.  

 
--Hold the egg high for prayer 
 
Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  
 
ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you rescued us 

through your Son and delivered us from the bondage of sin. 
 
--If you desire you can eat the egg however you wish. 
 

Shulchan Orech – THE PASSOVER SUPPER 
 
L: The liturgy specifically states that during the meal you are supposed to talk to 

one another and have a good time. It's in the liturgy. Let us prepare for the 
meal with prayer.  

 
We thank you, O Lord our God, for our inheritance: for redeeming us from 
bondage, for the covenant you have made with us, and for your Law which you 
ever teach us; and for life, grace, and compassion which you bestow upon us; 
for the food you feed us and with which you sustain us--always, each day, at 
all times, and in every hour. For these, O Lord our God, we thank you and 
bless you. May your name be blessed in the mouth of every living thing 
forever. Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  

 
ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you feed all with 

your goodness, with grace and lovingkindness and with compassion. You give food 
to all flesh, and your mercy endures forever. 

 
--The FESTIVE MEAL is eaten. 
 
During the meal, the “afikomen” is found and the one who finds it is rewarded with 
a small token 
 
 After supper, the afikomen is distributed amongst all present, and no more 
food is to be consumed this evening.  
 



Ha-Geulah – THIRD CUP: THE CUP OF REDEMPTION 
 
--Fill the third cup of wine. 
 
 
L: While they were eating, Y’shua took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
  Then he took the cup (after supper, the third cup), gave thanks and 

offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the 
(new) covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” 
(Matthew 26:26-28).  

 
L: Let us pray together. 
 
ALL: The name of the LORD be blessed from now unto eternity. Let us bless him our 

God of whose gifts we have partaken. Blessed be He our God, of whose gifts we 
have partaken, and by whose goodness we exist. 

 
--Drink the third cup 
 

The HALLEL 
 
-- "Songs Of Praise," from Psalm 118 are read. 
 
L: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
His mercy endures forever. 
 
ALL: Listen to the glad shouts of victory in the tents of God's people: 
 
L: "The Lord's mighty power has done it! His power has brought us victory!" 
 
ALL: I will not die, but I will live, and tell what the Lord has done. 
 
L: The stone which the builders rejected as worthless has turned out to be the most 
important of all. 
 
ALL: This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
L: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 
ALL: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His mercy endures forever! 
 

Fourth Cup: THE CUP OF PRAISE – ELIJA’S PLACE recognized 
 
--Fill the fourth cup with wine 
 



L: The door is opened for Elijah and the FOURTH CUP is filled. The empty place is 
for Elijah, but we recall that Elijah returned in the person of John the Baptizer. 
He is the one the pointed to Jesus and proclaimed, “Behold, the Lamb of God 
who comes to take away the sins of the world!” 
 
--Raise the fourth cup high for prayer 
 
L: Baruch Attah Adonai Elohenu ...  
 
ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, for you have chosen us 
in Christ to be your people. 
 
--DRINK THE FOURTH CUP 
  
Benediction 
 
 
 
 


